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Most practitioners are aware of the obstinate nature and the deplorable consequences of epilepsy. Yet, ever)7 now and then we find it disappear, with or without remedies. Where there is no actual deformity of the skull, or imbecility of the mind, we ought to give a fair trial to medicine and diet. Whatever specific we may employ, a regulation of all the great functions is the primary and the principal object. This procedure alone, will sometimes arrest the disease or greatly prolong the intervals between the attacks. The next prominent indication is a drain, by means of a seton, from the neighbourhood of the head. These failing, recourse must be had to nostrums or specifics, as the nitrate of silver, the oxide of zinc?or, lastly, digitalis, the subject of the treatise.
We are informed by Dr. Sharkey, that about nine years ago, his father published a paper in the Lancet on the Use of Digitalis in Epilepsy?but no notice has since been taken of the remedy by any authors. Some of these cases are re-stated by Dr. Sharkey, and others are added. We shall condense some of the more interesting of these. Notwithstanding our dissent from the author on some practical, and even doctrinal points, we recommend his work to our readers as well worthy of perusal.
